GLOBAL WEATHER HIGHLIGHTS
 
APRIL 2002
 
NORTH AMERICA 
 
Temperatures averaged 6°C to 14°C (12(F-28(F) below normal across western Canada and adjacent portions of the United States while readings were generally 2°C to 6°C (4(F-12(F) below normal throughout most of the central and eastern United States. Lows plummeted below -20°C (-4(F) as far south as northern Montana and northeastern Wyoming while subfreezing lows penetrated as far south as Tennessee and northern Arkansas. Highs generally remained below 30°C (86(F) in the central Mississippi Valley and failed to reach freezing across most of the Canadian Prairie Provinces.
 
UNITED STATES 
North-Central  
 
Precipitation totaled 10 to 50 mm (.40”-2.00”) across the extreme eastern fringes of the region most of the northern Plains and upper Midwest received little or no rain. 
 
Central, Eastern, and Southern  
 
An early season heat wave, characterized by temperatures averaging 4°C to 12°C (8(F-24(F) above normal spread across much of the United States from the Great Plains to the Atlantic Seaboard. Record to near-record high temperatures of 27°C to 37°C (81(F-99(F) dominated the central and eastern United States for several days. 
 
Central and Eastern  
 
A strong storm system spawned tornadoes along a path from western Kentucky eastward through southern Maryland on April 28. The press reported that several deaths and considerable damage resulted from the storms. The unusually severe weather in Maryland claimed three lives in the vicinity of La Plata. 
 
Northwestern Texas 
 
Heavy rain fell across the region and triggered significant flooding after 100 mm (4.00”) fell on the region.
 
SOUTH ANERICA
Central  
Temperature averaged 2°C to 4°C (4(F-8(F) across southern and central Brazil and much of Paraguay, but unusually warm weather ended in Uruguay and northern Argentina. 
 
East-Central 
 
Torrential rainfall of 100 to 500 mm (4.00”-20.00”) drenched scattered parts of extreme northeastern Argentina while amounts of 50 to 100 mm (2.00”-4.00”) fell on the remainder of northeastern Argentina, western Uruguay, southern Paraguay, and adjacent parts of extreme southern Brazil. 
 
RUSSIA
Northwestern  
 
Temperatures averaged 6°C to 12°C (12(F to 24(F) below normal across much of northern European Russia while temperatures averaged 3°C to 6°C (6(F-12(F) below normal covered the extreme western and southern fringes of the region. 
 
AFRICA
Southeastern  
 
Little or no rain fell on Zimbabwe, eastern Botswana, northeastern South Africa, and southern Mozambique during the first week. 
Rainfall of 50 and 100 mm (2.00”-4.00”) brought relief to much of Zimbabwe and scattered moderate to heavy rains of 25 to 200 mm (1.00”-8.00”) fell on northeastern South Africa, but many locations received less than 25 mm (1.00”) last week. 
 
ASIA
Southwestern 
 
Temperatures averaged 2°C to 4°C (4(F-8(F) above normal in Pakistan and northwestern India and across the eastern tip of the Arabian Peninsula. The mercury failed to drop below 20°C (68(F) in most locations.
Eastern  
 
Temperatures averaged 6°C to 12°C (12(F-24(f) above normal across much of eastern Siberia, most of Mongolia, and substantial portions of central and eastern China while readings were generally 2°C to 6°C (4(F-12(F) above normal 
elsewhere. 
Temperatures were generally 2°C to 5°C (4(F-10(F) above normal across most of Pakistan and the adjacent portions of northwestern India during the last week. High temperatures ranged from 36°C to 48°C (97(F-118(F.
 
AUSTRALIA
Northern 
Little or no precipitation was reported across northern Australia, with the exception of isolated amounts of 25 to 100 mm (1.00”-4.00”) along the Pacific coast of Queensland.   
