NATIONAL STORM SUMMARY

APRIL 2003

1st-5th…Snow and ice interrupted spring Friday from Michigan to northern New England. Several inches of snow in the region closed hundreds of schools and knocked out power to about 100,000 customers. Nearly a foot fell in the Adirondacks in upstate New York, while farther south, ice formed a hard shell on trees, cars and roads. Another storm brought freezing rain to Wisconsin. Heavy storms hit parts of Illinois and Indiana, bringing wind gusts of more than 60 mph and hail near an inch in diameter in places. Rain and some hail fell over southeast Oklahoma and east Texas.       

Winter weather made a comeback Saturday, bringing snow and freezing rain to New England and the Great Lakes. Pockets of snow even settled over the central Plains. Rain and occasional thunderstorms moved across the Southeast toward the Atlantic Ocean. Thunderstorms in parts of southeast Louisiana brought hail, lightening and winds over 60 mph.

6th-12th…Spring suffered a chilly setback Monday as an April snowstorm barreling 

long a 1,000-mile path from the Plains to the East Coast buried emerging tulips and daffodils, knocked out power and canceled baseball home openers from Chicago to New York. More than a foot of wet, heavy snow fell on parts of Nebraska and southern Minnesota, and a foot was possible in the highlands of Pennsylvania's Pocono Mountains and northern New Jersey. Seven people, all tourists from China, were killed when their van went out of control on a slush-covered highway in central Pennsylvania and plunged down a bank, state police said. Two traffic deaths were blamed on the storm in Nebraska, with one in Wisconsin. Snow and freezing rain began falling as cold wind plowed into wet air flowing up from the Gulf of Mexico. Some of that moist air also fueled thunderstorms in the South, where Mississippi officials said high wind destroyed two businesses and 28 homes. Snow started falling Saturday in western Nebraska and moved steadily eastward. By the time the snow started tapering off in Sioux Falls, SD, flakes were already falling in New York, more than 1,000 miles to the east. Sioux Falls collected 7 inches of snow, the most there for any storm this year. Albert Lea, MN, received 14 inches, and Greeley, NE, received 12.

Rain, heavy at times, dampened the East on Friday while clear skies spread over much of the nation's midsection. More than an inch of rain fell in some spots as low pressure extended from the Carolinas to New England. Storms produced small hail in North Carolina.

13th-19th…Central parts of the country received the most severe weather Saturday, 

with widespread heavy rain and thunderstorms from eastern Oklahoma and Arkansas to Iowa and Missouri. Hail fell in Oklahoma and Texas, and was as large as softballs near Frederick, OK. Wind gusts up to 70 mph hit parts of Oklahoma and Kansas. Rainfall was heavy across portions of Colorado, and several mountain locations received more than a foot of snowfall. 

20th-26th…Showers and thunderstorms were scattered around the nation Monday, including heavy rain in parts of the Southeast. Rain fell across western New York and portions of Pennsylvania, Maryland and Virginia. The Southeast and Gulf Coast also experienced storms. Downpours acompanied by small hail and high wind were heavy in northern Georgia, southern Alabama and into the Florida panhandle. Elsewhere, storms also hit the Great Lakes region, producing rain throughout Wisconsin and Michigan.

A line of storms brought rain and some snow Wednesday to the Rockies and Plains, while moderate rain dampened parts of the Northwest. Across the Plains, a strong storm system brought mostly cloudy skies and scattered precipitation. Severe thunderstorm warnings were issued across the region. The most persistent precipitation fell from western Montana and Idaho south into the northern Wasatch Front of Utah. Snow fell above 8,000 feet across the northern and central Rockies.

Powerful storms slammed Mississippi, knocking out power to thousands of homes and damaging a school, houses and businesses just east of Jackson. Gov. Ronnie Musgrove declared a state of emergency in three counties in the Jackson area and in Pearl River County, in southern Mississippi, where homes and a football stadium were damaged. As the storms moved east, heavy rain drenched parts of the state, leading forecasters to issue flash flood warnings Friday. At least one tornado was reported in the Florida Panhandle early Friday, knocking down trees about 50 miles northeast of Pensacola but causing no major damage. In Brandon, the hardest hit area of the state, one person was hospitalized and 20 were treated by paramedics after the town was hit by what likely was a tornado, said National Weather Service meteorologist Alan Gerard. Tree limbs, power lines and other debris were scattered over roads around the town and dozens of homes - some flattened - showed damage of being hit by fallen trees. The storm peeled off sections of the roof of Brandon Elementary School, allowing rain to into classrooms damaging computers and books, Principal Sue Townsend said. 

27th-30th…Thunderstorms rolled across the center of the nation Monday, soaking parts of the Missouri and central Mississippi valleys, and a few storms also formed in southern Florida. A cold front pushing through the Midwest triggered showers and a concentrated area of thunderstorms that slid eastward across Missouri and southern Iowa into Illinois. Some of the thunderstorms produced heavy rain and wind gusts to more than 60 mph. Showers and thunderstorms developed around the middle of the day over southern Florida, producing mostly light rain but with blustery wind gusting to 25 and 35 mph.

Heavy winds, thunderstorms and hail hit many portions of the central United States on Wednesday. Scattered rain and thunderstorms hit parts of Kansas, Missouri, Iowa, Nebraska, Minnesota, Illinois and Wisconsin. Dozens of reports of hail, up to an inch in diameter, came from Missouri, Iowa and Nebraska. High winds were reported in those areas and in parts of Oklahoma and Texas. A possible tornado swept through a mobile home park in far southern Texas town of Mission, injuring 11 people and destroying or damaging 32 homes. A severe thunderstorm produced hail and damaging winds in northern Indiana, and scattered showers also fell in parts of Kentucky, Michigan and Ohio. Other eastern portions of the country enjoyed mild conditions.

