NATIONAL STORM SUMMARY

APRIL 2004
4th-10th…Storms rumbled through Texas on Monday. Showers accompanied by strong to severe thunderstorms were scattered across central Texas. Rain was heavy in southern Texas, including nearly 3 inches in Harlingen and McAllen and more than 2 inches in Port Isabel. 

Showers and thunderstorms continued for a third day Tuesday in Texas. The heaviest rain was in coastal areas of Texas between Corpus Christi and Houston, with severe thunderstorms and wind gusts over 70 mph also reported. Corpus Christi picked up nearly 2 inches of rain. Scattered rain showers and thunderstorms were found in the Texas and Oklahoma Panhandles.

A spring storm Friday dropped a blanket of snow on the central Rockies. Snow and rain fell in Colorado, Wyoming and Montana, with more than a foot of snow in some Colorado mountains. Several Colorado sporting events scheduled for Saturday were canceled, and a ski resort west of Denver was forced to shut down after lightning struck three chairlifts.

11th-17th…Showers and thunderstorms drenched much of the East on Tuesday. In the East, rain and thunderstorms moved through the Tennessee and Ohio valleys, soaking some areas with more than an inch of precipitation by midday. The heaviest rain hit parts of Pennsylvania, Ohio, Virginia, Maryland and New York. Strong to severe thunderstorms were reported in North Carolina and Virginia. Showers and thunderstorms also affected southern Florida. 

Unusually turbulent weather in the South and East is being blamed for at least eight deaths, six in Kentucky blamed on weather-related traffic problems and two in Pennsylvania as a result of flooding. One to 3 inches of snow fell west of Louisville, KY, while several counties along the Ohio River were hit with sleet. More than 4 inches of snow fell parts of western Tennessee, and Memphis and Nashville also reported a few flurries and some sleet. More than 2 inches of rain fell on parts of West Virginia, and flooding and mudslides blocked roads and closed schools across the state. Parts of Pennsylvania had up to 3 inches of rain over two days, and rain also soaked parts of Ohio, Virginia, Maryland, North Carolina, Virginia, New Jersey and New York.

18th-24th…Strong wind swept across the Great Lakes and Ohio Valley early Monday. In Wisconsin, officials said high wind caused power outages, damaged buildings and toppled a tree that struck and killed a woman. Gusts of up to 50 mph hit parts of the Northeast, mid-Atlantic, Great Lakes and Ohio Valley. In the West, mountain snow and scattered rain moistened Idaho, Utah, Oregon and Nevada. Low pressure produced clouds and mild weather in the Pacific Northwest.

A tornado-laden storm plowed through north-central Illinois, flattening or damaging dozens of buildings and killing at least four people, including three whose bodies were found in a collapsed restaurant. Tuesday night's storm collapsed the downtown Utica building that housed the Milestone Tap, where three bodies were found early Wednesday, said coroner Jody Bernard. She said there could be more fatalities or survivors as search and rescue efforts continued. 

Early Wednesday, Sheriff Tom Templeton said firefighters had communicated with people in the basement of the building that held Milestone Tap and an apartment. He said those people had all been rescued and hospitalized. Four other people in the area, including three children, were hospitalized with injuries, officials said. Violent storms also ripped through central Indiana, injuring at least eight people. 

Showers and thunderstorms, accompanied by gusty wind, moved across the southern Plains on Friday, while scattered storms were reported in the Northeast. Rain and snow fell over the Rockies. Radar showed most of the rain concentrated over parts of Kansas and Oklahoma, where severe thunderstorm warnings were posted by midday, as well as in Arkansas and Missouri. Hail and wind gusts up to 76 mph were reported in some parts of Kansas. Another area of showers and a few thundershowers was found over the Tennessee Valley, with showers and thundershowers in Kentucky. In the West, most of the precipitation was found over Colorado and New Mexico. Snow was reported in Denver, with as much as 7 inches accumulated by midday in Park County, CO.

25th-30th…An arc of storms brought rain and clouds from the Gulf Coast to the Northeast on Monday. Lancaster, PA, received 1.65 inches of rain, while York, PA, and Martinsburg, WV, received just more than an inch.

Heavy rain and thunderstorms persisted Friday from Louisiana to the Florida Panhandle. Along the Gulf coast, rainfall amounts included 2.26 inches in New

Orleans, 1.39 inches in Valdosta, GA, and 1.55 inches in Marianna, FL. Showers and thunderstorms also spread across parts of Michigan, Ohio, Kentucky and West Virginia. Showers and thunderstorms were scattered across the Central and Southern Plains, the Ozarks and Missouri Valley. Some eastern sections of

Oklahoma and Kansas received nearly an inch of rain.

