GLOBAL WEATHER HIGHLIGHTS
 
DECEMBER 2001
 
NORTH AMERICA
Southern Alaska 
 
Little or no precipitation has fallen on southwestern and south-central Alaska during the first week. 
 
Alaska and Northwestern Canada 
 
Large negative temperature departures of 6°C to 13°C (12(F-23(F) dominated central and southern Alaska and most of the Yukon Territory of Canada while readings were 2°C to 6°C (4(F-12(F) below normal elsewhere. Lows ranged from -41°C to -20°C (-42(F- -4(F) across the interior portions of Alaska and northwestern Canada, and subfreezing lows prevailed across the remainder of the region. The mercury failed to reach -20°C (-4(F) in central Alaska, and broke freezing only along the immediate coasts.
Eastern  
 
Temperatures averaging 6°C to 13°C (12(F-23(F) above normal dominated the eastern United States and southern Canada during the first week as very mild conditions persisted. The mercury remained above freezing as far north as northern Kentucky, and failed to reach -20°C (-4(F) throughout the region
 
UNITED STATES 
Eastern  
 
Little or no precipitation fell on most of the region during the first week, with totals of 10 to 25 mm (.40”-.29”)restricted to the Appalachians and the mid-Atlantic. 
Unusually severe lake effect snows inundated Buffalo, NY with up to 245 cm (8.0’) of snow between December 24 and December 28, setting a new all-time monthly record for snowfall. The 90 cm (3.0’) of snow during the 24 hours from 6 AM EST December 27 to 6 AM EST December 28 was the second highest 24-hour snowfall total on record, only exceeded by 96 cm on December 9-10, 1995. The heavy snow closed the airport and major highways for several days, and the National Guard was called up to assist in snow removal. 
 
Central  
 
Precipitation amounts of 100 to 200 mm (4.00”-8.00”) of precipitation inundated the central states from northeastern Texas northeastward to southwestern Indiana while totals of 25 to 100 mm (1.00”-4.00”) surrounded the aforementioned region. 
 
Pacific Northwest 
 
Heavy precipitation fell across the region with amounts of 50 to 200 mm (2.00”-8.00”) across western Washington, northwestern Oregon, and extreme southern British Columbia, where locally heavier amounts of 200 to 500 mm (8.00”-20.00”) was reported. 
 
SOUTH AMERICA
Central  
 
Temperatures departures during the first week averaged 2°C to 5°C (4(F-10(F) below normal, with locally higher departures to 7°C (14(F) below normal across much of central South America from eastern Bolivia southward to central Argentina. The mercury dropped below 10°C (50(F) as far north as Rocha, Uruguay, but readings climbed above 30°C (86(F) across the region except in eastern and southern Uruguay and eastern Buenos Aires Province of Argentina. 
 
Uruguay and Adjacent Argentina 
 
Rainfall amounts of 25 to 50 mm (1.00”-200”) fell across central and southern Uruguay and eastern Buenos Aires Province of Argentina, with 50 to 100 mm (2.00”-4.00”) was reported in northeastern Uruguay. Little or no rain was reported elsewhere. 
 
EUROPE 
Eastern  
 
Temperatures averaged 2°C to 8°C (4(F-16(F) below normal across eastern Europe as Arctic air bulged westward into Poland and the Balkans. The mercury plummeted below -20°C (-04(F) in western Ukraine and fell below -10°C (14(F) as far south as Bulgaria. 
 
Southwestern  
 
Little or no precipitation fell on the Iberian Peninsula and France into the mid-month period, with some areas receiving scanty amounts of less than 100 
mm (4.00”).   
 
Middle East 
Turkey 
 
Moderate precipitation fell on much of the southern half of Turkey, with torrential rains of more than 100 mm (4.00”) reported along the southern Mediterranean Coast. 
 
AFRICA
Southern 
 
Heavy rain of 50 to 200 mm (2.00”-8.00”) fell across northeastern quadrant of Zimbabwe while 25 to 100 mm (1.00”-4.00”) fell on the remainder of the country. 
 
Madagascar and Northern Mozambique 
 
Light to moderate precipitation of 25 to 100 mm (1.00”-4.00”) fell across northwestern Mozambique and the coast of northwestern Madagascar, while less than 25 mm (1.00”) of rain fell on the remainder of northern Mozambique, Madagascar, and surrounding Indian Ocean Islands. 
 
ASIA
Bitterly cold Arctic air, characterized by temperature departures of 2°C to 9°C (4(F-18(F), covered central Asia from western Kazakhstan eastward to eastern Mongolia. The mercury plummeted below -20°C (-4(F) across northern Kazakhstan, most of Mongolia, and extreme northern China. 
 
Southern  
 
Temperatures averaged 2°C to 5°C (4(F-10(F) above normal across southern Asia from the Arabian Peninsula eastward to northwestern India, with higher departures in Iran and Pakistan
 
Northern Japan 
 
Temperatures averaged 2°C to 5°C (4(F-10(F) below normal across Hokkaido and northern Honshu, with subfreezing lows dominating the region. 
 
AUSTALIA
Southern and Western  
 
Temperatures averaged 2°C to 4°C (4(F-8(F) below normal across much of the region as unusually cool weather continued. The mercury dipped below 10°C (16(F) as far north as Kalgoorlie. 
 
Central Australia 
 
Moderate to heavy rains of 50 to 100 mm (2.00”-4.00”) fell across central Northern Territory while 25 to 50 mm (1.00”-2.00”) fell on the remainder of the region. 
