GLOBAL WEATHER HIGHLIGHTS

JANUARY 2003

CANADA

Eastern  

Temperatures averaged 6°C to 10°C above normal across eastern Canada. The mercury climbed above -10°C across the southern half of the region, but lows plummeted to -20°C throughout northeastern and east-central Canada. 

UNITED STATES 
Western  

Moderate to heavy precipitation of 50 to 200 mm fell across the region during the first week. 

North-Central  

Little or no precipitation fell on the region during the first week along the 

extreme southern fringes. 

Eastern  

Precipitation amounts of 10 to 100 mm fell on the mid-Atlantic during the first week, with locally higher amounts approaching 200 mm. 

Several Arctic air masses brought bitterly cold air, characterized by temperatures averaging as much as 10°C below normal, overspread much of the East, with subfreezing lows penetrating to the Gulf Coast and into much of Florida. The mercury reached -10°C across the interior regions of the Southeast, with lows of -20°C pushing as far south as western Tennessee. Heavy snow of up to up to 30 cm paralyzed much of the Carolinas while significant frosts covered much of Florida. 

SOUTH AMERICA

Northern and Central  

Temperatures averaged 2°C to 5°C above normal across northern and central South America, with highs reaching 43°C in Paraguay, and climbing above 30°C elsewhere during the first week. 

Colombia 

Less than 25 mm of rain fell on Colombia during the past month, with 28 day 

precipitation totals among the lowest 10% of the climatological distribution. 

EUROPE 

Northern Scandinavia and Northern European Russia 

Little or no precipitation fell on the region, except for 10 to 25 mm in Estonia. 

England 

An unusual snow storm disrupted transportation and claimed at least one life in the vicinity of London, England. Although snowfall was less than 10 cm, such accumulations are generally very rare. 

EUROPE AND ASIA 

Temperatures averaged 3°C to 10°C below normal across most of Europe and Asia, with weekly temperature departures of -10°C to -22°C in northeastern Scandinavia and northwestern Russia. Lows ranged from -20°C to -45°C across most of the region, except for subfreezing lows along the western fringes from Poland and Germany southward to northern Pakistan. The mercury failed to reach the freezing mark in Kazakhstan, northern China, and Russia. 

MEDITERRANEAN 

Unseasonably warm weather, characterized by weekly departures of 2°C to 4°C above normal occurred in northern Africa, and departures exceeding 12°C in Turkey, dominated much of the Mediterranean during the second week

AFRICA

Kenya and Tanzania 

Moderate showers rain fell across the region with amounts of 25 to 50 mm of rain to Kenya and northern Tanzania, with locally heavier amounts of up to 200 mm in central Tanzania. 

Northern Mozamibique 

The remains of Tropical Storm Delfina delivered 50 to 200 mm of rain to northern 

Mozambique, with isolated heavier amounts in northeastern Mozambique during the second week. 

Western  

Temperatures were 2°C to 6°C above normal from Senegal and the Gambia eastward 

through Niger and northern Nigeria during the third week. 

Southeastern Africa 

Scattered showers dropped 10 to 50 mm of rain on some areas, but much of southeastern Africa received little or no rain.

ASIA

China and Japan 

Precipitation amounts of 20 to 100 mm of precipitation fell across the region with locally higher amounts to 200 mm reported in Japan, but most of China received less than 50 mm. 

AUSTRALIA 

North-Central  

Moderate to heavy rainfall of 50 to 200 mm fell on the immediate northern coasts. 

Temperatures were 2°C to 4°C below normal in northeastern Northern Territory and 

northwestern Queensland during the third week.

Central and Eastern Australia 

Little or no rain fell on much of central and eastern Australia, except for 10 to 25 mm along the eastern coast. 

