GLOBAL WEATHER HIGHLIGHTS

MARCH 2003

NORTH AMERICA 

Bitterly cold air, with temperatures averaging 6°C to 18°C below normal, 

dominated much of Canada and the north-central United States while weekly 

departures of -2°C to -6°C covered the remainder of the region.

UNITED STATES 

Midwestern 

Little or no precipitation was reported across most of the Midwest however, 

Precipitation amounts of 10 to 25 mm fell on the southern and eastern fringes 

of the region. 

Central  

Only central and eastern Missouri and southeastern Kansas received 25 to 50 mm 

of rain while the bulk of the central United States reported fewer than 25 mm of 

precipitation. 

Southeastern  

Rainfall totals ranged from 50 to 200 mm across most of Georgia and the 

Carolinas was reported during the third week. 

West 

A major winter storm dumped 70 to 180 cm of snow on the Front Range of the 

Rockies, including the cities of Denver, CO and Cheyenne, WY. Press reports 

indicate that the worst storm in nearly 100 years closed airports and highways, 

collapsed roofs, and exacerbated avalanche hazards in the nearby mountains. 

SOUTH AMERICA 
Temperatures averaged 2 to 3 degrees above normal during the first week, with 

temperatures averaging 3°C to 6°C above normal prevailing across Argentina. 

central 

Moderate to heavy rain of 25 to 200 mm was observed across much of central 

South America as wetness returned after a break of about 2 or 3 months. 

EUROPE

Little or no precipitation fell on much of Europe, except for light to moderate 

amounts of 10 to 50 mm in the higher elevations of the Alps. 

Southeastern Europe and Southwestern Asia 

During the first week, temperatures averaged 2°C to 10°C below normal, with subfreezing lows across the entire region. The mercury plummeted below -20°C across most of Kazahkstan.

AFRICA 

Western Sahel 

Very hot temperatures with high temperatures of 35°C to 42°C dominated the region. During the first week, temperatures averaged 2°C to 4°C above normal at most locations. 

southern  

Temperatures during the first week averaged 2°C to 5°C prevailed across most of southern Africa, with highs ranging from 25°C to 39°C. 

South Africa 

Little or no rain fell on east-central and southeastern South Africa. 

Zimbabwe and Mozambique 

Torrential rain of 100 to 500 mm drenched eastern Zimbabwe and central Mozambique as the remnants of Tropical Cyclone Japhet moved across the region. 

ASIA 

China and Japan 

Precipitation amounts of 25 to 100 mm fell on Anhui, Jiangxi, Fujian, Zhejiang, and Shanghai provinces of eastern China and on most of southern and central 

Japan. Locally heavier rains, in excess of 100 mm, drenched parts of the southern and eastern coasts of Japan. 

Southeastern  

Temperatures averaged 2°C to 5°C above normal across much of the Indochinese. 

AUSTRALIA 

Tasmania 

Moderate to heavy rain of 25 to 100 mm fell across much of Tasmania, with larger 

amounts of 100 to 500 mm reported on the southeastern portion of the island. 

Northeastern  

Light to moderate rainfall of 10 to 50 mm fell in southeastern, eastern, and 

extreme northern Queensland, little or no precipitation was reported. 

