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ASIA

Typhoon Muifa and two tropical depressions brought flooding, mudslides and significant loss of life to parts of the Philippines during November 2004. 

Across a large area of southern and eastern China, drought conditions were characterized as being the worst in more than 50 years. A prolonged dry spell ravaged parts of Guangdong, Hainan, Jiangxi and Anhui and provinces, as well as the Guangxi autonomous region. In Jiangxi province alone, drinking water to 620,000 people and 260,000 livestock was threatened.

Typhoon Muifa developed in the Philippine Sea on the 4th, attaining typhoon status by the 17th. Muifa crossed the central Philippines during the 18th-20th, with maximum sustained winds near 100 mph. The typhoon was blamed for at least 61 deaths in the country.

Torrential rains occurred in central and southern Vietnam as the typhoon passed just to the south and entered the Gulf of Thailand. Flash flooding and landslides were blamed for 48 deaths in five provinces of the country. Muifa dissipated just south of Bangkok, Thailand on the 26th. 

UNITED STATES

West

In the United States, a parade of Pacific storm systems caused drought conditions to improve in parts of the West, although areas of Wyoming, Montana and Idaho remained in exceptional drought. 

Southern Plains

Heavy rainfall in Texas during the 15th-18th was blamed for at least 2 deaths.  Areas of the Texas Hill Country received 5 to 10 inches of rainfall during this period, producing widespread flooding. 


An outbreak of severe thunderstorms on the 23rd produced reports of 54 tornadoes across portions of Texas, Louisiana, Arkansas and Alabama. In Texas's Hardin county, one person was killed with three injured when a tornado struck during the afternoon. 


AFRICA

Long term drought continued across southeastern Kenya and adjacent areas of Tanzania. Erratic rainfall in parts of Ethiopia and Eritrea resulted in poor crop conditions. 

SOUTH AMERICA

Colombia

Heavy rains that began in October 2004 continued into November. Floods and/or landslides occurred in 24 out of 33 departments, where 19 people died and 34 were injured.

CENTRAL AMERICA

Panama

Intense rains fell in the upper watershed of the Chucunaque River in the Darien province during mid-November. Numerous river systems went above the flood stage, causing flooding in 25 communities. Over 7,500 people were affected with over 1,000 houses damaged, along with significant agricultural losses.

EUROPE

A severe windstorm affected areas of Poland and Slovakia during the 18th-19th. Winds exceeding 60 mph were common across much of Poland, where there were 7 reported wind-related fatalities. Farther south in Slovakia, wind gusts as high as 105 mph. 

Across Scandinavia on the 18th, an early season winter storm brought locally heavy snow and strong winds to much of the region. Snow accumulations of 8 inches were common throughout much of southern and central Sweden. Strong winds gusting over 60 mph combined with snow and rain to produce wind damage in parts of Norway and Denmark. Farther south, the same storm system brought strong winds and locally heavy snowfall to parts of Germany, Austria and the Czech Republic. In Croatia, high winds were blamed for one fatality and widespread electricity outages. Heavy accumulations of snow temporarily closed the Czech-German border. 

MEDITERRANEAN 

A storm system that tracked off the coast of Algeria on the 13th brought strong winds and high seas to the western Mediterranean Sea. The storm was responsible for the sinking of an Algerian cargo ship while another Turkish vessel ran aground. Twenty sailors from both vessels were reported missing, with at least three fatalities. The storm then tracked eastward across the Mediterranean, affecting Italy and the Adriatic Sea. In Croatia, winds gusting up to 125 mph toppled trees, damaged roofs and disrupted power and communications. There were dozens of injuries, and three people were reported missing in the sea.  

CANADA

An early season blizzard pounded the Canadian Maritimes on the 14th, with 20 inches of snow blanketing much of Nova Scotia. Strong winds combined with the heavy, wet snow produced more than 100,000 power outages to homes and businesses, and temporarily closed the Halifax International Airport.

