GLOBAL WEATHER HIGHLIGHTS
 
JANUARY 2002
 
NORTH AMERICA
Alaska and Canada 
 
Temperatures during the third week averaged 6°C to 18°C (12(F-36(GF) above normal across Alaska and western Canada while temperatures averaged 3°C to 6°C (6((F-12(F) above normal across the remainder of the region. Highs generally exceeded -10°C (14(F) except along the northern and eastern fringes of the area, but lows still plummeted below -20°C (-4(F) throughout Alaska and most of Canada.
 
UNITED STATES
Southern and Eastern United States 
 
Arctic air pushed all the way to the Gulf Coast, resulting in weekly temperatures averaging 2°C to 7°C (4(F-14(F) below normal. Subfreezing lows reached the Gulf Coast, where highs failed to reach 20°C (68(F). A winter storm dumped heavy snow up to 25 cm (10.00”) in Georgia, the Carolinas, Virginia, and southern Maryland. 
 
Midwestern 
 
Little or no precipitation fell on the western Great Lakes and the Corn Belt while Missouri reported 10 to 25 mm (.40”-1.00”) during the third week. 
 
Southwest
 
Temperatures averaged 2°C to 8°C (4(F-16(F) below normal across California, Nevada, and western Arizona. Lows reached -20°C (-4(F) as far south as northern Arizona and northeastern California while subfreezing lows dominated the region, except at a few immediate coastal locations while highs of 20°C (68(F) or higher were restricted to parts of southern California and Arizona. 
 
Plains and the East
 
A powerful winter storm brought significant freezing rain to Oklahoma, Kansas, and Missouri while up to 30 cm (11.9”)of snow buried parts of Nebraska, Iowa, Illinois, and Michigan. The storm then moved eastward, bringing a wintry mix to much of New England. According to press reports, the storm claimed several lives, disrupted power supplies, and snarled transportation across much of the affected region. 
 
CANADA
Northeastern  
 
Unseasonably mild weather covered the region as temperatures averaged 2°C to 12°C (6(F-24(F) above normal, across Labrador and northern Quebec. The mercury climbed above -10°C (14(F) at most locations, but lows were generally below -20°C (-4(F). 
 
EUROPE
Western  
 
Little or no rain fell on France and the British Isles, except for 10 to 25 mm (.40”-1.00”)in Ireland, Wales, and the southwestern and eastern sections of France. 
 
Temperatures were generally 2°C to 6°C (4(F-12(F) below normal across Europe. The media reported that heavy snow in Athens and around the Black Sea disrupted transportation in much of the area.
 
United Kingdom 
 
Powerful storm systems delivered strong winds and dropped 25 to 100 mm (1.00”-4.00”) of precipitation on the United Kingdom. According to press reports, the severe weather claimed several lives, damaged ships, and caused significant flooding.
 
MIDDLE EAST 
Turkey and the Middle East 
 
Moderate to heavy precipitation 50 to 200 mm (2.00”-8.00”) fell along the Black Sea and Mediterranean Coasts of Turkey while light to moderate amounts 10 to 50 mm (.40”-2.00”) prevailed across the interior regions of the country. Meanwhile, 25 to 50 mm (1.00”-2.00”) of rain fell on extreme northwestern Syria, but little or none was reported elsewhere.
 
AFRICA 
Western  
 
Temperatures were 2°C to 6°C (4(F-12(F) above normal across western Africa from the coasts of Senegal and Mauritania eastward and southward to Ghana and the Gulf of Guinea Coast. Highs were generally in the thirties (°C), but approached 41°C (106(F)in southwestern Mali. 
 
Morocco 
 
During the fourth week temperatures averaged 2°C to 4°C (4(F-8(F) covered Morocco, with highs ranging from 19°C to 27°C (66(F-81(F). 
 
ASIA
Southwestern  
 
During the first week temperatures averaged 6°C to 12°C (12(F-24(F) across Kazakhstan and Iran while readings were 2°C to 6°C (4(F-12(F) above normal on the Arabian Peninsula. Highs exceeded 20°C (68(F)as far north as southern Kazakhstan while the mercury climbed into the thirties (°C) on the Arabian Peninsula. 
 
AUSTRALIA
Eastern  
 
During the first week temperatures averaged 2°C to 4°C (4(F-8(F) above normal across the eastern portions of Queensland and New South Wales. Highs generally ranged from 30°C to 41°C (86(F-106(F), although the press reported that highs approaching 50°C (122(f) exacerbated wildfire conditions and disrupted commuter rail transportation around Sydney.
Southern and Western  
 
In sharp contrast to the high temperatures to the north and east, During the first week temperatures averaged 2°C to 5°C (4(F-10(F)below normal across southern and western Australia. 
 
North-Central  
 
Rainfall of 25 to 100 mm (1.00”-4.00”) fell on the northwestern portion of the Northern Territory, most of north-central Australia received less than 25 mm (1.00”). 
