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1st-9th…Mostly dry conditions and mostly clear skies dominated the eastern United States Friday, while rain and some thunderstorms hit lower Mississippi Valley states and widespread snow fell over much of the central Plains. The tranquil conditions in the East were caused by a ridge of high pressure, off the east coast of North Carolina, with some clouds over sections of New England. Temperatures ranged from the 30’s in the Northeast and the Middle Atlantic states to the 70’s in southern portions of Florida. Snowfall over the central part of the country was most concentrated over Nebraska, with Hastings and North Platte, NE, receiving heaviest amounts. Wind speeds over the central Plains ranged up to 30 and 40 mph. Garden City, KS, reported a wind gust of 44 mph. 
Temperatures over the southern Plains states varied widely. Readings near the Kansas and Oklahoma border were in the low 40’s, with 50’s and 60’s over much of Texas. Most of the West also saw tranquil conditions, thanks to high pressure over the northeastern Pacific Ocean. Northwestern Montana and northeastern Idaho had some light snow. Temperatures over the northern Rocky Mountains were frigid, with northern Montana seeing temperatures around 5 degrees below zero. Coastal areas of California had temperatures in the 50’s and 60’s, and some parts of Arizona, New Mexico and Nevada had temperatures around 70(F. 
A winter storm that dropped over a foot of snow on parts of the central Rockies was moving through the central states early Saturday, threatening to bring rain and snow to the Midwest, South and Northeast. As the storm moved through Colorado on Friday, the northern Colorado town of Eldorado Springs and the Horsetooth Reservoir picked up over 14 inches of snow. Heavy rain and some thunderstorms occurred from the eastern Gulf Coast to the Ohio Valley and Appalachians, moving to the Carolinas and mid-Atlantic states.  
A batch of rain has moved out of the Northeast, but scattered rain and snow showers developed along the cold front in western New York and western Pennsylvania Sunday. Ahead of the cold front was a surge of unseasonably warm and mild air. Albany, NY, set a record high temperature for the day with 60(F, which broke the record of 59(F set in 1961. Another area of moderate rain developed over the Atlantic seaboard, bringing over a half an inch of rain throughout New Jersey, Delaware, and eastern Maryland. The widespread area of moderate to heavy rain that fell on the Southeast in the morning has diminished over the Carolinas and Georgia, but continued throughout northern Florida. Another area of rain and scattered thunderstorms intensified over northern Florida and southern Georgia. Strong winds affected much of the East , with winds ranging from 20 to 30 mph with gusts over 40 mph at times. In the Midwest, snow tapered off over Indiana, but continued over parts of Michigan. Frigid temperatures remained throughout the nation's midsection as a cold dome of high pressure was entrenched over the region. Clear to partly cloudy skies were seen throughout much of the Plains, as well as the Midwest and the Mississippi Valley. Temperature readings today were 20 to 30 degrees below normal as a result of the high pressure. Over the West, a warm front pushed into Montana, producing cloudy skies and isolated snow showers. A ridge of high pressure over the West allowed for clear to partly cloudy skies and dry conditions over much of the Pacific Northwest, California,  the Great Basin and the Desert Southwest. 
The Great Lakes and Midwest remained chilly Monday as a surge of arctic air behind a strong storm system produced record low temperatures across the southern Plains, while the Northeast was mostly dry. Temperatures hovered in the single digits, teens and low 20’s teens in the Great Lakes and Midwest. Several records were broken in the southern Plains where temperatures dipped well below zero. Cold air brought clouds and snow to the Great Lakes. Lake effect snow fell over portions of western lower Michigan, northeast Ohio and west and north New York, with the heaviest bands in southwest New York. The cold front associated with the storm system pulled from the Atlantic coast, spreading clouds over Florida and east Georgia through the Carolinas. Scattered snow fell in east Montana, the Dakotas, Minnesota, Iowa and western Wisconsin. The northern Plains and the front range of the Rockies were blustery with wind gusts approaching 55 mph in Livingston, MT. The Northeast was relatively dry and partly cloudy with wind gusts over 20 mph. Dry clear skies were found from California through Texas, except for a few clouds over deep south Texas. 
Rain and snow spread into the West on Wednesday as a large, moist weather system moved in from the Pacific Ocean. Scattered showers extended across wide areas of central and northern California, northern Nevada and western Oregon. Rain also was possible during the night in southern California. More than an inch of rain fell around the area of McMinnville and Aurora, OR, with steady rain also reported around Portland, OR. On the colder side of the weather system, snow was scattered across Washington, northern Idaho and parts of Montana, with a few snow showers moving from southeastern Idaho and northern Utah into western Montana. Farther east, isolated light snow showers streamed eastward across parts of the Dakotas, Nebraska, Minnesota, Wisconsin and northern Michigan. In the Northeast, snow was scattered over northern New York state, Massachusetts, Vermont, New Hampshire and Maine. 
Rain and snow were scattered Friday around the nation, with fair conditions in much of the East. Showers and thunderstorms were scattered in portions of Wisconsin, Illinois, Michigan, Indiana and Ohio. Sault Ste. Marie, MI, received light snow. Snow was spread over the Dakotas, Nebraska and elsewhere in the northern Plains. Snow continued in eastern Montana, much of Wyoming and Colorado. Moderate to heavy snow was reported in Buffalo, Cheyenne and Laramie in Wyoming, and Craig and Meeker in Colorado. Snow also moved through parts of 
Minnesota, Iowa, Idaho, Montana and Utah. Some freezing rain and sleet was mixed in as well. Omaha and Lincoln in Nebraska reported some freezing rain and freezing drizzle. Sioux Falls, SD, also reported some freezing rain. Rain was scattered from the Mississippi Valley through Oklahoma and Kansas. Skies in Southwest states through California were mostly dry. The Pacific Northwest remained mostly cloudy with snow showers over western Washington and portions of northeast Washington. Light snow was reported around Toledo, Hoquiam and Spokane, WA, and in Meacham, OR.   
 
10th-16th…Rain and thunderstorms spread from the southern Plains across the lower 
Mississippi Valley on Monday, and another storm system poured nearly 2 inches of rain on parts of the Pacific Northwest. Strong southerly wind delivered moist air from the Gulf of Mexico, helping to produce numerous showers and occasional thunderstorms from eastern sections of Texas and Oklahoma through parts of Louisiana and Arkansas. Rain also moved north into Missouri and east into Mississippi and western Tennessee during the afternoon. Heavy rain fell on the Pacific Northwest, with light showers and snow showers extending eastward through northern Idaho into Montana.  In the northern Plains, a developing weather front stretched from Montana through northern Nebraska. Only a few isolated flurries had developed by afternoon in sections of Montana, Wyoming, the Dakotas and Nebraska. Elsewhere, light snow was scattered over parts of Wisconsin and Michigan during the morning and early afternoon. Downwind from Lake Ontario, a band of locally heavy snow moved across  parts of New York state. 
Rain stretched from Cape Hatteras, NC, to Cape Cod, MA, on Wednesday, while scattered snow showers moved across the northern Plains. Most of the southern third of the nation was dry. A mixture of icy rain and snow fell from Utah and Idaho into the Plains. Snow was reported in Idaho Falls, Idaho, Rock Springs, WY, Spokane, WA, and into the Black Hills region of South Dakota and northwestern Nebraska. Farther east, rain and light snow fell in parts of Minnesota, Iowa, Wisconsin and Michigan. The Southeast was generally dry and mild. Scattered showers were reported along the coasts of Oregon and northern California. 
Thunderstorms rolled across sections of the South on Saturday, and snow showers were scattered through the mountains of the West. During the morning, a line of showers extended from Mississippi along the Appalachians all the way into New England, where the rain turned to snow, sleet and freezing rain in parts of Maine. Thunderstorms developed in parts of Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia and western North Carolina. Some of the storms in Mississippi turned violent. As the line of wet weather moved eastward during the day, most of the rain in the Northeast and mid-Atlantic states moved out to sea during the afternoon. However, some isolated showers and thunderstorms lingered in Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, the Florida Panhandle and the Carolinas. A combination of weather systems spread clouds across large parts of the West. Showers were scattered across western sections of Oregon and Washington, and parts of California got rain early in the day. By afternoon, snow showers had developed in the mountains of northern California and along the Cascade range of Oregon and Washington. 
 
17th-23rd…Rain dampened much of the nation on Monday, with flooding in parts of the Southeast. Rain fell in parts of Texas, Oklahoma, much of Arkansas, southern Kansas and southern Missouri. Thunderstorms were reported in northeastern Texas and southwestern Arkansas. Rain also fell from the Tennessee Valley to the mid-Atlantic region. Rain in Knoxville, TN, flooded hundreds of roads, closed businesses and schools and forced evacuations. There was also flooding in parts of Kentucky and Virginia. In the Northeast, scattered snow fell in north-central Pennsylvania through northeastern New York, and in much of New England. The Great Lakes and Ohio Valley were mostly cloudy with isolated snow in north Michigan. Snow also fell in the Dakotas. Skies were cloudy in southern California, Arizona and southern Nevada. Snow fell around the Grand Canyon and in the lower Rockies.  
Rain stretched from Texas to New York state on Wednesday, adding to problems in the flood-stricken Appalachians, and up to 2 feet of snow fell in the Northwest. 
Showers and occasional thunderstorms extended from eastern Texas through Louisiana, Arkansas, Mississippi, Tennessee, Kentucky, northern sections of Alabama and Georgia, Ohio, West Virginia, Pennsylvania, Virginia, Maryland, Delaware and New Jersey into parts of New York. Rainfall eased in Tennessee, Kentucky, Ohio and West Virginia as the system moved toward the east. 
Showers and a few thundershowers also developed in a narrow band along the coast of the Carolinas. At the northeastern end of the band of wet weather, the rain turned to sleet, freezing rain and snow over areas of New York state, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Vermont, New Hampshire and Maine. Farther west, moist air flowing in from the Pacific produced snow from Washington state across northern Idaho into Montana. Some of the snow was heavy, with as much as 10 inches along the Washington coast at Bellingham, and 2 feet overnight in the state's central Cascades. 
A high pressure system anchored over the nation's center Friday was keeping out all the storm systems that usually ride through the United States, bringing cold but abundantly sunny conditions. There were a few exceptions. Moisture coming off the Great Lakes, which never froze over during an unusually warm winter, sent bands of heavy snow over the surrounding states. Up to 10 inches was recorded in lower Michigan, with one to three inches in areas from northern Ohio to northwestern Pennsylvania. On the West Coast, a system was streaming clouds into much of the West from central California, into the Great Basin region and Pacific Northwest, but brought only a few light rain showers. Aside from that, the nation was unusually dry, quiet and cool. Despite the sun, the entire eastern two-thirds of the country was unusually windy and cold, with temperatures running 10 to 20 degrees below normal from the Plains, into much of the East. Abundant sunshine was found from the Southwest, through the Rockies, the Plains, and into much of the East. 
24th-31st…Snow moved from the central Plains up the Ohio Valley on Monday, with up to 7 inches accumulating in places, and thunderstorms rolled from the southern Plains into the Mississippi Valley. The area of snow had moved across eastern Colorado, Nebraska and Kansas late Sunday and early Monday, leaving 7 inches in parts of the area. During the day Monday, snow moved eastward from Iowa across northern sections of Illinois, Indiana and Ohio into northern Pennsylvania and western sections of New York state. Southern Michigan also received snow. Lafayette, IN, collected 7 inches of snow in 12 hours. A mixture of snow and rain was expected to move into the New England states during the night. Along the southern edge of the snow belt, rain, sleet and freezing rain fell across parts of Kentucky and southern sections of Indiana and Ohio. As those showers moved eastward and dissipated, another area of showers and thunderstorms spread out of eastern Oklahoma through northern Arkansas and southern Missouri into the lower Ohio Valley. Farther south, very light showers formed over parts of eastern Texas and western Louisiana. Thunderstorms also were possible in parts of Texas. In the West, scattered snow showers developed during the afternoon in the Colorado mountains. More light snow showers formed on the western Plains in parts of western South Dakota, Wyoming, eastern Colorado and western sections of Nebraska and Kansas. Isolated light rain showers were scattered across parts of eastern Oregon,  Nevada, Idaho and Utah. 
Elsewhere, scattered afternoon showers formed across Florida and some southern sections of Alabama and Georgia. 
Storms that had dropped much-needed rain across the Northeast were pushing offshore Wednesday, while widely-scattered rain showers rolled from the Pacific Northwest across the Rockies. The rest of the nation was mostly dry and quiet. Rains over the East Coast slowly dissipated overnight, with the heaviest more than an inch falling in parts of Massachusetts. A few overnight snow showers left as much as a foot in parts of New England and upstate New York. 
The southern Great Lakes and upper Ohio Valley through the central Gulf States were under a blanket of clouds much of the morning, but the region was mostly dry. High pressure was keeping also things dry from the Plains to the Southwest. A flow of moisture into the Pacific Northwest brought clouds, but only isolated showers. A system moving through the northern Rockies into the northern Plains brought mostly cloudy skies from Idaho to Montana with widely scattered rain and snow showers. 
A quick-moving storm marched across the Midwest on Friday, bringing rains, hail and scattered thunderstorms, while moisture from the Gulf of Mexico was producing similar conditions over parts of the South. The rest of the nation was relatively quiet. Rains were moderate over the Upper Midwest, with heavier storms rolling from Illinois to Indiana and Missouri. Destructive, two-inch hail was reported around Enon, MO, near the Illinois border. More widely scattered showers fell over south and middle Texas into northwest Louisiana, with light thunderstorms also developing. The Northeast through Tennessee Valley and western Gulf States were variably cloudy but calm. A few clouds spread over New England, with earlier isolated showers, though the region was dry by afternoon. 
Clouds were decreasing southeast of the Appalachians, and much of the Mid-Atlantic and Southeast were dry and fair. The western and north-central portions of the nation were relatively quiet, though a weak system was moving over the northern Rockies, and parts of Montana reported light snows. An onshore moisture flow also brought a few rain showers to the Pacific Northwest. Conditions over the northern Plains to the central Rockies, much of California and Southwest were quiet and fair. 
