GLOBAL CLIMATE HIGHLIGHTS
 
MAY 2002
 
NORTH AMERICA
Canada and Northern United States 
 
Temperatures averaged 6°C to 12°C (12(F-24(F) below normal across the Prairie Provinces of Canada and the northern Great Plains while departures of 2°C to 6°C (4(F-12(F) prevailed across the remainder of central and southern Canada and the northern United States. The mercury failed to reach 20°C (68(F) in most of Canada, the Great Lakes Region, and New England, and remained below 30°C (86(F) elsewhere. 
 
UNITED STATES
Eastern  
 
Based on damage surveys, which indicated that strong frame houses were leveled off foundations and swept away, automobile-sized missiles flew through the air in excess of 100 meters (109 yards), and trees debarked, the tornado that devastated La Plata, MD was rated as F5, (winds estimated in excess of 418 kph/260 mph), and considered the second strongest tornado to strike the East. Later in the week, heavy rains caused disastrous flooding in West Virginia, and tornadoes were reported in extreme northern Maryland and southern Pennsylvania.  
 
Northeastern  
 
Moderate to heavy rain of 25 to 90 mm (1.00”-3.60”) fell from southwestern Missouri northeastward to southern New England during the last week. 
 
Southern  
 
Temperatures averaged 2°C to 6°C (4(F-12(F) above normal across the southern United States from southern Texas eastward to Florida. 
 
SOUTH AMERICA
Southwestern Brazil and Adjacent Parts of Paraguay 
 
Temperatures averaged 2°C to 5°C (4(F-10(F) above normal across the region, with highs ranging from 24°C to 37°C  (75(F-99(F).
 
East-Central  
 
Torrential rain of 100 to 500 mm (4.00”-20.00”) inundated a swath along the Paraguay-Argentina border and parts of Uruguay, extreme southern Brazil, and Buenos Aires Province of east-central Argentina while most other areas received 25 to 100 mm (1.00”-4.00”). 
 
EUROPE 
Northern  
 
Temperatures averaged 6°C to 12°C (12(F-24(F) above normal prevailed across northern Finland and most of northern European Russia while readings were 2°C to 4°C (4(F-8(F) above normal elsewhere. Highs exceeded 30°C (86(F) in parts of Poland and Slovakia. Meanwhile, the mercury soared above 20°C (68(F) as far north as southern Finland and the interior portions of northern European Russia while subfreezing lows were restricted to Finland and the far northern portions of European Russia. 
 
AFRICA
South Africa 
 
Temperatures were 2°C to 5°C (4(F-10(F) above normal during the first week, with highs ranging from 27°C to 35°C (81(F-95(F) across the region. 
 
ASIA
Central China 
 
Temperatures were generally 2°C to 5°C (4(F-10(F) below normal, across the northern and central portions, and readings above 30°C (86(F) further south. Despite the cool weather, lows generally remained above 20°C (658(F).
Eastern  
 
Torrential rain of 100 to 200 mm (4.00”-8.00”) drenched parts of northern Hunan and northwestern Jiangxi while moderate to heavy precipitation of 25 to 100 mm (1.00”-4.00”) fell on eastern China from eastern Sichuan eastward to Shanghai and Zhejiang. 
 
Australia 
 
Temperatures averaged 2°C to 7°C (4(F-14(F) above normal across Australia. Subfreezing lows were reported at the higher elevations of New South Wales, Victoria, and Tasmania. 
