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1st-10th…A cold front pushed across the eastern half of the nation on Saturday and produced a line of showers that curved from New England to the southern Plains, where Oklahoma received heavy thunderstorms. Early in the day, the showers had lined up from New England through the Ohio Valley into Kansas. 
Most of the rain was light, but at the western end of the line of showers a cluster of storms formed over Kansas and rolled south into Oklahoma. According to estimates based on Doppler radar, more than 3 inches of rain fell in parts of northwestern Oklahoma. By late afternoon, as the thunderstorms moved across Oklahoma, most of the other rainfall had dwindled, leaving widely scattered showers along the East Coast and over parts of Florida. Isolated showers and thunderstorms also developed during the afternoon in western and southern Texas. 
Over southern Florida, wind blew at sustained speeds of 20 to 25 mph, with gusts to more than 30 mph, as Hurricane Michelle gained strength off the western tip of Cuba. 
The outer edges of Hurricane Michelle blew rain across parts of South Florida and caused some minor coastal flooding Monday as it headed toward the Bahamas, sparing the state from the destruction it produced in Cuba.  Some of the region's beaches suffered the year's worst erosion. A tornado touched down in Belle Glade in inland Palm Beach County but caused no injuries and little damage, officials said. Storm-force gusts of at least 39 mph climbed north to Palm Beach County, causing brief power outages. Public schools and many government offices closed in Miami-Dade, Broward and the Keys' Monroe counties as a precaution. 
 
11th-17th…Four separate storm systems brought rain Wednesday to the Northwest, Plains, New England and the Southeast, where more than 3 inches fell in some parts of Florida. Flash flood watches were issued for parts of northeastern Florida, with some areas getting more than 2 inches of rain since midnight. 
Daytona Beach had received 3.4 inches since Tuesday afternoon. In the southern Plains, thunderstorms drenched parts of New Mexico and Texas, with more than 2 inches falling in some areas and winds gusting to 40 mph.
Heavy rain hit the southern Plains for a second day Friday, dropping nearly 3 inches on already sodden parts of Texas. Rain also fell in the Northwest, while the rest of the nation was generally dry. Strong storms with wind gusting to nearly 60 mph and heavy rain swept through Texas for a second day. More than 10 inches has fallen on the central part of the state since Thursday. In the Northwest, a stationary cold front brought scattered rain to northern California and Oregon, with more than an inch in some places. 
 
18th-24th…A gusty storm system pushed into the Plains with icy rain Friday after dumping as much as 3 feet of snow in the Utah mountains and parts of the Colorado Rockies. Rain also fell on the Southeast and the Northwest. The low-pressure system centered over Nebraska and Kansas sent snow spiraling around it and into northeastern Colorado. Snow advisories were also posted for parts of Wyoming, Idaho and South Dakota. 
 
25th-30th…Deadly thunderstorms swept across the lower Mississippi Valley, flattening homes and poultry farms and ripping down power lines. At least eight deaths were blamed on the storms and dozens were injured. The scream of warning sirens woke Roosevelt Greenwood before dawn Saturday in Madison, MS, and he crowded with his wife and four children into a tiny hall closet. No one in his family was hurt, but the tornado that ripped through the town killed one person and injured at least 21 people, including a pregnant woman who was hospitalized in critical condition. The house next to the Greenwoods was blown away, leaving only a car where the garage had stood. Three other people were killed early Saturday in northwestern Mississippi's Delta region, including Hattie Robinson in the tiny town of Sledge. Tornadoes also struck parts of Alabama on Saturday. One injured at least 11 people, one critically, and damaged businesses in downtown Haleyville. The severe weather was part of a line of thunderstorms that spanned the Ohio and Mississippi valleys from the Great Lakes to the Gulf of Mexico as a cold front swept through the region. Elsewhere, high wind late Friday destroyed a house in Mount Vernon, MO, and three people suffered minor injuries when their vehicle overturned, authorities said. Wind and hail nearly an inch in diameter also damaged buildings elsewhere in Missouri. 
A blast of winter weather chilled Californians on Saturday, toppling trees and knocking out power to 500,000 customers. Half a million Pacific Gas and Electric Co. customers lost power Saturday, mostly in the northern part of the state. By the evening, crews had restored electricity but lights remained out at about 119,000 homes, said  company spokesman Jonathan Franks. In the desert and mountains, flying dust and snow lowered visibility and made driving dangerous.       
A gusty storm system piled up nearly a foot of snow across the northern Plains on Monday, shutting down highways and closing schools as it ended an unseasonable stretch of warm, dry weather. Wet, blowing snow made highways from Wyoming to Minnesota dangerously slick and blotted out the landscape. More than 140 miles of Interstate 80 was closed, from Big Springs, NE, west to Cheyenne, Wyo., and various state and local highways were also shut down. In South Dakota, some truckers pulled off east-west I-90 and other highways to wait out the weather. One person was killed in an automobile accident on a snowy highway in 
northeastern Wyoming. Wind gusted to 40 mph in Nebraska, pushing a school bus off a slick road outside Broken Bow in the central part of the state, authorities said. Nearly 10 inches had fallen at Bonesteel, SD, and Bloomfield, NE, by late afternoon. In Sioux Falls, SD, where 11 inches of snow had fallen by evening. 
Heavy snow spread across the Upper Midwest on Tuesday and lighter snow fell across the southern Plains. Heavy snow spread from the Plains of South Dakota through Minnesota and Wisconsin into Michigan's Upper Peninsula. Willmar, MN, had more than 28 inches of snow by noon as the storm's heaviest snowfall lingered over west-central Minnesota, falling at a rate of 2 to 3 inches an hour, the National Weather Service said. Fourteen inches had fallen by midmorning on Michigan's Upper Peninsula and at Grand View, WI. Sixteen inches had fallen at Mitchell, SD, since the storm arrived there early Monday, with 14 at Crofton, NE, the weather service said. Locally heavy rain fell in parts of Texas, Louisiana and Mississippi, with estimates of more than 3 inches near the northern Louisiana-Mississippi state line. 
