NATIONAL STORM SUMMARY

NOVEMBER 2002

1st-9th…Heavy rain fell in Amarillo, Texas, and near Childress, Texas, pushing into southwestern Oklahoma. Scattered showers were reported in eastern New 

Mexico and a few slipped toward southwest Kansas. Isolated snow fell in interior portions of New Mexico and Colorado. The rain has been heaviest and steadiest over south and east Texas, including Brownsville and College Station. About two inches of rain accumulated in Brenham and College Station. 

Wet, stormy weather rolled across the Mississippi Valley and into the East on Tuesday, pouring several inches of rain along the Gulf Coast and spreading light snow over parts of the upper Midwest. Heavy rain fell from Monday into Tuesday in Texas, with close to 8 inches in parts of East Texas, the National Weather Service said. As the system moved eastward, thunderstorms crossed Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama, causing scattered wind damage to trees and power lines in southeastern Louisiana. By midday, Lake Charles, LA., reported 2.10 inches of rain and Muscle Shoals, AL., had 2.13 inches. By late afternoon rain had spread northeastward across Tennessee and Kentucky into Illinois, Indiana, Michigan and Ohio, and eastward into the Florida Panhandle and through Georgia into the Carolinas, the Virginias, Pennsylvania and Maryland. Up to an inch of rain fell through the Tennessee and Ohio valleys.  In colder air along the northern side of the storm system, mostly light snow fell from eastern South Dakota across Iowa and southern Minnesota during the morning. 

Cloudy skies and rain covered much of the West on Friday. Steady rain fell in California and Washington state. Santa Barbara, CA, recorded more than 21/2 inches of rain and San Francisco received over an inch. Strong winds also blew across the West. Rawlins, WY, recorded 60 mph wind gusts. The Cascades, Sierras and Rocky Mountains received some snow, and winter storm warnings and watches were in place in some areas. 

10th-16th…Searchers and dazed survivors went from one shattered home to another Monday, picking through splintered lumber and torn sheet metal for any sign of the missing, after twisters and thunderstorms tore across six states and killed at least 33 people. More than 70 reported tornadoes cut a path of destruction from Louisiana to Pennsylvania over the weekend and into Monday. The death toll included 16 in Tennessee, 10 in Alabama and five in Ohio. More than 200 people were injured. The tiny community 40 miles west of Knoxville was nearly wiped off the map, with about a dozen of the 20 or so homes reduced to concrete foundations and piles of rubble a few feet high. It was the nation's biggest swarm of tornadoes from a single weather system since more than 70 twisters, some topping 300 mph, killed 44 people in Oklahoma and Kansas in May 1999.       The stormy weather continued into Monday, with tornado warnings posted in Maryland, Virginia, the Carolinas and Georgia. Thousands lost power in the Carolinas and possible tornadoes damaged homes in Louisiana and South Carolina.

A long line of stormy weather rolled across the eastern third of the nation Monday, producing more tornadoes and heavy rain following a night of violent weather. The storms broke out as a strong cold front moving toward the south and east collided with warm, moist air. The storms pushed across the Appalachians and by afternoon extended from New England to the Gulf Coast, from Maine to southern Louisiana. The storms produced heavy rain, lightning, hail, strong wind and isolated tornadoes. Wind gusted to 50 mph in parts of North Carolina with some local gusts to more than 60 mph. Thousands lost power in the Carolinas 

and possible tornadoes damaged homes in Louisiana and South Carolina. During the night and late Sunday, thunderstorms had produced deadly tornadoes, wind damage and heavy rain from Pennsylvania to Louisiana.       

Rain fell along the Appalachians and the East Coast on Tuesday with severe storms in parts of the southeast. Rain also moved into parts of the Northwest. 

Some of the strongest storms developed from northern Florida across southeastern Georgia into the eastern Carolinas. A tornado injured two people and damaged several homes at the small Georgia town of Mora. Strong wind also swept through parts of the state. Heavy rain and strong, gusty wind hit parts of North Carolina, and the rain was believed to have contributed to one traffic death, officials said. Locally heavy rain and a few thunderstorms also extended northeastward through Virginia, West Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New York, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Massachusetts, Vermont, New Hampshire and Maine. 

24th-30th…Winds howled across the nation's northern tier Friday carrying flurries 

over the Great Lakes and parts of New York that dumped as much as six inches of snow in areas closer to the shore.

