GLOBAL WEATHER HIGHLIGHTS
 
OCTOBER 2001
 
NORTH AMERICA
Western and Central  
 
Temperatures averaged 2°C to 5°C (4(F-10(F) above normal, with locally higher departures of 6°C to 7°C (12(F-14(F) in parts of the western Great Basin. The mercury soared above 40°C (104(F) in southeastern California and western Arizona. Meanwhile, temperatures exceeded 20°C (68(F) as far north as southern Alberta and central Saskatchewan. 
 
Alaska and Western Canada 
 
Temperatures averaged 6°C to 9°C (12(F-18(F) below normal across southern Alaska while weekly departures of 2°C to 6°C (4(F-12(F) prevailed elsewhere. The mercury plummeted below -20°C (-4(F) as far south as the Kenai Peninsula. 
 
South-Central Canada and North-Central United States 
 
An intense storm dumped as much as 40 cm (16”) of snow on North Dakota, snarling 
transportation, according to press reports. Temperatures averaged 6°C to 10°C (12(F-20(F) across southeastern Alberta, southern Saskatchewan, and southwestern Manitoba while readings were 3°C to 6°C (6(F-12(F) below normal elsewhere. 
 
UNITED STATES
Southern and Eastern  
 
Weekly temperatures averaged 2°C to 5°C (4(F-10(F) below normal across the central, southern, and eastern United States, with temperatures averaging as much as 5°C (10(F) below normal in central Texas. Meanwhile, the mercury dropped below 10°C (50(F) as far south as central Texas and southern Alabama. 
 
Eastern  
 
Little or no rain has fallen on the region during the past month. During September and October, precipitation totaled 50 to 150 mm (2.00”-6.00”), with short-term moisture deficits ranging from 50 to 160 mm (2.00”-6.40”). 
 
Central  
 
Heavy thundershowers dumped more than 200 mm (8.00”) of rain on central and southern Arkansas while moderate to heavy precipitation of 50 to 200 mm (2.00”-8.00”) prevailed across the central United States from the Gulf Coasts of Texas and Louisiana northward to southern Lake Michigan. 
 
SOUTH AMERICA
Uruguay 
 
Weekly temperatures averaged 2°C to 4°C (4(F-8(F) above normal dominated the southeastern half of Uruguay, with highs approaching 25°C (77(F) as far north as Rocha. 
 
Northern Argentina 
 
Moderate to heavy rain of 25 to 100 mm (1.00”-4.00”) dominated Cordoba, San Luis, La Pampa, northwestern Buenos Aires, and southern Santa Fe during the past week. 
 
East-Central Argentina 
 
Heavy downpours of 100 to 200 mm (4.00”-8.00”) soaked extreme northern Buenos Aires, southern Santa Fe, and most of Entre Rios provinces of east-central Argentina. Moderate to heavy precipitation of 25 to 100 mm (1.00”-4.00”) prevailed across the remainder of the region. 
 
EUROPE
Central  
 
Light to moderate rain of 10 to 50 mm (.40”-2.00”) were reported across eastern England, most of France, the Benelux Countries, and scattered locations in Germany while little or none was reported throughout the remainder of the region. 
 
southeastern
 
Light precipitation of less than 25 mm (1.00”) was reported across much of southeastern Europe for the 3rd consecutive week. 
 
Europe and Northern Africa 
 
Temperatures averaged 2°C to 5°C (4(F-10(F) above normal across the region, with locally higher departures of 6°C to 9°C (12(F-18(F) in Poland, Slovakia, Austria, Switzerland, and France. The mercury exceeded 30°C (86(F)in Tunisia and northern Algeria. 
 
ASIA
China 
 
Light to moderate precipitation of 25 to 50 mm (1.00”-2.00”) fell on Hubei, Guizhou, northern Hunan, and southwestern Anhui while little or none was reported elsewhere. 
 
Philippines 
 
Precipitation amounts of 25 and 100 mm (1.00”-4.00”) fell on the archipelago during the first week 
 
AUSTRALIA
Victoria and Tasmania 
 
Temperatures were generally 1°C to 3°C above normal during the past week. Highs 
were generally in the twenties (°C) while lows remained above freezing, except 
at isolated higher elevations. 
 
Southern  
 
Temperatures averaged 2°C to 5°C (4(F-19(F) below normal across southern Western Australia and most of South Australia during the second week, with the largest departures reported in central and south-central Western Australia. The mercury 
failed to reach 30°C (86(F) across the region, except at a few locations along the extreme northern fringes, and readings stayed below 20°C (68(F) in extreme southeastern South Australia. 
