Summer 2003Weather in Historical Perspective
Kearny,  NJ
	 Temperature Data 
High 82.0 Low 65.8
Seasonal Average 73.9
Departure From Normal –1.9

Highest 94 on Jun. 2
Lowest  50 on Jun. 4
  
	Number of Days With   
Maximum 32F or Below  0 
Maximum 90F or Above 17 
Minimum 32F or Below 0
Minimum 0F or Below 0     
Precipitation .01 or More 38
Snow & Ice 1.0 or More 0
Heavy Fog 1/4 mi. or Less 0  
Thunderstorms  18

Clear 49 
Partly Cloudy 27 
Cloudy 15


	Heating Degree Days
Total This Season   43

Departure From Normal  +20

Normal   23



	Cooling Degree Days
Total This Season  891
Departure From Normal   -69 
Normal    960

            


	Precipitation Data
Total for the Season 20.49 
Departure From Normal    +9.42

Normal 11.07 
24-Hours 3.68 on Jun. 4

	Wind Data 
Average Speed 7.3 
Average Direction  SSW
Fastest 24 
Direction  SE
Date Aug. 17

	Snow & Ice  
Snow & Ice Total   .0 
Departure From Normal    .0

Normal   T
24 Hours   .0 on       0
	Pressure Data
Highest 30.34 on Aug. 31

Lowest 29.29 on Jun.  1

Averaged 29.96


Summer 2003:The NAO much of the season was in a negative phase.  This resulted in a ridge across western North America and a broad deep trough across east-central North America.  

June ranked as the 2nd coldest such month on record since 1977 and the coldest since 1982 and was also the third consecutive month of below normal temperatures. July tied with July 1989 as the 11th coldest such month on record and was the fourth consecutive month of below normal temperatures. In contrast, the month of August ranked as the 10th warmest such month on record and the warmest since 1998.  The month was the third consecutive such month of above normal temperatures.  The season as a whole ranked as the 7th coldest such season on record and the coldest since 1992. Thirty days averaged below normal and 59 days averaged near or above normal. Temperature extremes included 94( F on June 26th, which also occurred on several other occasions during the month and 50(F on June 4th, which also occurred on another occasion during the month. There were, 17 day with a maximum of 90°F or above, 10 days with maximums of 70(F or lower, and 1 day with a maximum of 60(F or lower. 

Precipitation was variable with June totaling above normal, July below normal and August above normal. The month of August, the precipitation was particularly variable with much of the month’s rainfall falling during the first 10 days of the month. Thereafter, rainfall was very light. The season featured several stalled weather patterns interacting with deep tropical moisture bringing period of heavy rainfall. In June, 11.61 inches (348%) was record and ranged as the wettest such month on record since 1977.  On the 4th 3.68 inches fell and was the most recorded for any day in June since 1977. In Contrast, in July 2.09 inches of precipitation was record and ranked as the 8th driest such month on record and the driest since 2002. August ranked as the 4th wettest such month on record with 6.79 inches.  The month was the wettest August since 1989. The summer’s precipitation totaled 20.49 inches and ranked as the wettest such season on record.  The period July and August, 8.88 inches of precipitation was recorded and ranked as the 11th wettest such period on record and the wettest since 1988. Measurable precipitation fell on 38 days. The most received in a 24-hour period was 3.68 on June 4h.

